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B DesignLab Miami in
North Miami offers a
variety of classes and

. workshops for different

ages and skill levels.

BY SUE ARROWSMITH
Special to The Miam| Heralel

The __do-it-yourself
movement, which includes
everything from cooking
gourmet meals to remodel-
ing your home, has been fu-
eled by popular television
reality shows. It didn't take
long for fashion design to
catch on, too. 3

At DesignLab Miami in

North Miami, both kids

and adults learn to concep-

tualize and create unique
outfits and accessories
from scratch — 4 la Project
Runway — under the guid-
ance of Angie Cohen, asea-

soned designer who has
worked with Calvin Klein

and J.G. Hook, among other
leading brands.

“I think people may have
started ‘doing it them-
selves’ as somewhat of an
economic measure, or
maybe just to take a break
from all the high-tech gad-
gets they are surrounded
by. But what really makes
the trend grow and makes

‘people stick with it is the

satisfaction of creating
somethmgby hand and not
_ getting it out of a box Co-
hen said.
. DesignLab Miami offers
a variety of classes and
workshops for different ag-
es and skill levels, such as
Mominy and Me, toddler
and adult sewing, after-
school programs, and even
a summer camp. She also
‘collaborates with schools
on special projects.
On a recent Saturday
morning, a group of kids
worked on personalized
Halloween bags to collect

from Tla.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: 1155 93rd St Bay
Harbor Islands.

Admission: $15 (i ncludes #

rides) and $1to play

games. 5

For'more information:

Call Julia Magnanr. PTA 3
3 te

Call 305-891 '240,
email ang:e@deﬁrgn'lﬁ
mramt.com .

-

candy. Isa Nuifiez and
7-year-old son Conner Bar-
reras made a black Darth
Vt‘:ader the?tid gag. First
they trace e on
the fabric with chalk,emgfhen
cut the pattern and sewed,

on straps. The finishing (¢

touch was a stick-on label
with Connor's name. -
“It’s a really creative and

fun place where they can

dream up fun,” said Nufiez.

Upstairs in the room
with industrial sewing ma-
chines, her ll-year-old, Kai-
lani Barreras, meticulously
pieced together a Lady Ga-
ga-inspired prom gown.
The lime-green dress had
anintricate bustier made in
part with pieces of Capri
Sun juice pouches, recy-

and scraps.

T rea].ly love it,” she said.
“It’s so fun.”

Kailani’s design mIl be
featured as part of a Recy-
cling Fashion Show on

Nov.17 at her school, Ruth

: -Whgn-é@turd@y. NOV Tl
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K.BmadBayHa.rbm‘K—S
Center. The fashion show

is part of an annual carnival fun,

S a‘;ge«_learnmg a
shnsf%.%ig and m:

to raise money for the
school,-including a new
sald

P’D‘\ Pres-
ident Julia ;
DesignLab Miami first

for last year’s fashion show:

“Qur second time
around, this one is going to
be bigger with a silent auc-
tion,” said Monise Miller, a
Bay Harbor teacher over-
seeing the project.

Also in the fashion show:
a potato-chip dress and
skirt made from Doritos
bags. Other items will in-
clude purses, shoes and
hats made with recycled
materials eo]lected at the
school.

Cohen said the
and projects are 1
they are also Benef' -
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e aper—
: thim- or

'.'ﬂeanespmss
their crea vlty new

“teamed up with the school herself, They

; in 201(!5 Origi-
nally from Medellin, Co-
lombia, she attended the
Fashion Institute of Tech-
nology in New: York and -
earned a degree in textile
surface design. She started
her own line of clothing
and is also an artist and
mm]ist, but sazcl.h’ér true
Ppassion now is .
“When I started, I was

t just

Cohen pened Design-
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FOUND MATERIALS: Mia Erlichman, 8, cuts out pieces of recycled snack bags that will be used to create a
skIrt at Design Lab Miami. Erllchman is wearlng a skirt she made previuusly at Design Lab Mlamt._ o et

told

pl
and believe they can do
anything,” Cohen saJ.d.
- She envisi
Lab Miami expanding i

an mtemauonal franchise

that can p

the same -
opportunities ﬁ)rkldsand !

adults everywhere.
wiglgh smd:talgl also works

aritable organiza-
‘tions, such as Sewing for
‘Smiles, which creates and
donates hand-made items
for children andﬁ;m:hes in
need.

Recently, Cohen said
they donated more than
250 pillow
toys to a loc:
shelter and a charitable or-
ganization in Africa.

thlsyou.ngcan‘t 3
 sew. I created this
for kids to come in

DIY: Jillian Do, 12, eﬁts
1 n"iaterlal to create__-phone

: ing
shirt she made using old
T-shirt material.



