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WEARABLE ART

Teenage Fashion Designer Ariel Swedroe
Weinberg Takes Miami By Storm

When it comes to fashion,
Ariel Swedroe Weinberg has big
plans — bur, first, she has to finish
middle school.

The 13-year-old fashion design-
er recently launched the second
collection by her label, Swedroe
by Ariel, which includes made-to-
order lycra-neoprene swimsuits and
silk cover-ups that she describes as
“bold, bright and happy.”

Ariel, a Miami native who is in
the eighth grade and calls Valen-
tino her favorite designer, got an
early start in the business.

“When I was in first grade, |
asked my mom to sign me up for
sewing classes because 1 always
loved dressing up my dolls and my-
self,” she says.

She enrolled at DesignLab Mi-
ami, where she learned how to
cut patterns, drape and sew. She
also learned abourt digital printing
and started to print collages by her
grandfather, architect and artist
Robert Swedroe, onto fabric.

“I would always go to his studio
and watch him make his art,” Ariel
says. “I was in love with the collages.”

She adds: “I made my little col-
lecrion and showed it to him, and
he thought it was a great idea and
wanted to make it into a brand and
a business. And now, here I am,

two years later!”

Ariel eventually wants to trans-
late her grandfather’s colorful col-
lages into shoes and accessories
such as sunglasses, purses and
beach towels.

“He's made over 700 collages, so
there’s a lot to choose from,” she says.
“And hes still working at 83, so [ dont
think I'll run out any time soon.”

She calls designing her passion
and makes time to sketch in be-
tween homework and applying to
high schools.

“It’s hard,” she says. “Bur, if it’s a
lot of work, I'll do it, because I love
what I'm doing.”

Plus, it’s fun, she says: “Friends al-
ways want to try on my clothes, and
people ask for autographs. I made
my friend a bathing suit for her
birthday out of my fabric.”

While her vibrant beachwear is a
perfect fit for South Florida, Ariel
is also excited abour expanding na-
tionwide and hopes to one day at-
tend fashion school in London.

“I would love to be well-
all over,” she says. “But I
ple to know I'm from Mian
get my inspiration here.”

Ariel Swedroe
Weinberg
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